
 
C 02 - Correcting Image Distortion and Perspective 

 
If you have ever taken a photo with a wide angle lens of a beautiful church or other 
architectural feature, and tilted it up to get a full view of the subject, you probably noticed 
that upon review, the building looks like it is leaning backwards. 
 
Conversely, if you point a wide angle lens down on a subject, it will appear as if it’s falling 
forward when you view it later.  In Photoshop, and Photoshop Elements 8, you can correct 
for this problem, by straightening a subject with the “Transform” tool. 
 
In Photoshop, or Photoshop Elements, bring an image into the program. On the keyboard, 
Press the letter F until you have the image floating on a neutral background (the neutral 
background being the large screen area within Photoshop).  
 
Procedure 
 
After opening the selected image, reduce the size on the canvas to leave some space 
around your image for adjusting the perspective. Next :   
 
1  Click on crop tool (DO NOT move the curser over the image) 
 

2  Press Cmd/Ctl  and the letter A (to select ALL). Marching “ants” will appear around the 
perimeter of the image. 
 

3  Press Cmd/Ctl  and the letter T  (for the Transform function) 
 

4  With your mouse, click, hold and drag the cross hairs in the center of the image to the 
box in the bottom center of the crop line 
 

5  Press and HOLD the Cmd/Ctl button and grab the left corner BOX or right corner BOX 
pulling the image to the left or right to correct  or change the perspective while left clicking 
and holding your mouse button 
 

6  Move the image to the left or right to correct the perspective until it looks correct. You 
may want to pull the image from the center up at the same time, to prevent the image from 
looking like it has been squashed! 
 

7  Press ENTER to accept the changes 
 

8  Left click on your mouse anywhere in the image to “deselect” the transform tool 
 

9  Save your image, with a new file name, either as a PSD or Tiff file 
 
If you want to make more changes, repeat the steps above, and resave your image.  
 
On a final note, sometimes you may have to go into Filters -> Distort -> Pinch to correct 
any apparent “barrel distortion” which makes building look like they are bending inwards in 
the middle. Your finished building should stand tall and straight! Have fun! 
 
CTL - means Control, for Windows PC users 
CMD – means Command (the Apple symbol) for Mac users 
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